
#6 Michiana is over-
churched.



130,000
Approximate number of people in Elkhart County that do not regularly 

attend church.



35,000
Approximate number of children under 18 that do not regularly attend 

church.



3,500
Number of churches closing each year in America



#5 Church planting 
causes a leadership 
drain in the planting 
church.



Faith
When God calls people out, He always provides for His church.



Launch
A healthy church launches its best into the mission field, whether next 

door or abroad.



Utilize
Almost every church has unused capacity with potential leaders sitting 

idle because there isn’t a spot for them to serve.



Elevate
Give younger, gifted leaders a chance to step into leadership roles, 

whether in the plant or in positions vacated by those who plant.



#4 New churches 
will replace existing 
churches.



Goal
In a healthy church plant, this is not the goal nor the reality.



Reach
New churches often reach people who existing churches struggle to 

impact.



Presence
Often the existing churches are strengthened and grow because of the 

increased Christian presence in a community.



#3 Planting causes 
churches to break 
apart.



Health
This only happens in unhealthy churches that are already heading for a 

split.



Blessing
With a strong Kingdom vision, the parenting church blesses those who 

choose to go forth to start a new church.



Growth
Most parenting churches will grow as they recapture their passion for 

local mission.



#2  We’re too small 
to plant.



Partnership
Many small churches have successfully helped start new churches.  

Several small churches can partner in starting a new church.



3x
Statistics show that churches that plant grow 3 times faster than those 

who don’t.



10%
It’s not uncommon for parenting churches to replace those sent out, plus 

grow by 10% within a year’s time.



Impact
The statistics show that more churches of the same faith perspective in 

an area actually strengthen each other’s ministries. Both churches often 

end up growing substantially and can more readily transform a 

community.



Missional
Planting helps existing churches recapture their Missional heart and 

edge.



Unchurched
New churches seek to reach the unchurched. In Michiana this is well over 

half the population. Many more new churches are needed to reach them.



37%
Statistics show that within our state only 37% of the population attends 

church at least weekly.



Diversity
New churches often reach different age, ethnic, or socio-economic 

groups.



#1 Planting will hurt 
the parent church.



Vitality
Seldom true – in fact, most parenting churches find a new season of 

vitality after parenting.



Honor
God honors the giving, brings in new leaders, and raises up those who 

have been waiting for an opportunity to serve.



Blessing
We are blessed when we are a blessing.



21.5%
Statistics show that churches that plant grow 3 times faster than those 

who don’t. For churches that planted, attendance rose 21.5% for the five 

years after a church plant. Additionally, monetary growth was favorable 

in 7 of the 8 variables tested, including designated gifts (77% increase) 

and tithes (48%). 


